210          PROBLEM OF SOVEREIGNTY
whatever there is in it of good, goes to the making
of its successor. So should it be with the dogmas
of political thought. At a time when the organisa-
tion of the State was the essential need, the dogma
of its moral sovereignty was of the highest value.
But newer knowledge has come, and with it the
need of change. And it is sheer tragedy that men
should be unwilling to realise that the majesty of
the State is in nowise diminished by a frank
recognition of its imperfections. The State, like
man, ceases to be human when it is exalted into
Godhead. We dare not so exalt it lest we be
imprisoned by the errors of the past. For it is
ours to hand down undimmed the torch of conscious
life.